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CONPIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0971 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, SREF, BY, CG 

SUBJ: BURUNDI REFUGEES ATTACK PROM ZAIRE 
REF: BUKAVU 210; KINSHASA 8&$6 (NOTAL) 

1. IN APPARENTLY COORDINATED ATTACKS AT DAWN OCTOBER 16, 
BURUNDI REPUGEES PROM ZAIRE TRIED TO CROSS INTO BURUNDI AT AT 
LEAST THREE SEPARATE LOCATIONS, ONE GROUP ATTACKED 20 OR 

30 KILOMETERS NORTH OP BUJUMBURA AT KIHONGA AND KIHUNGWE AND 
ANOTHER ATTACKED MUTUMBA, ABOUT SAME DISTANCE TO SOURTH OP 
CITY. THIRD GROUP, WHICH HAD INTENDED MAKE LAND CROSSING 
JUST NORTH OP LAKE TANGANIKA, WAS STOPPED BY ZAIROIS 
AUTHORITIES. 
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2. ALTHOUGH LOCAL RUMORS CLAIM ATTACKERS CAME PROM 
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TANZANIA, EMBASSY STRONGLY INCLINED CREDIT ALTERNATIVE 
REPORTS THAT, IN RUZIZI PLAIN AT LEAST, ATTACKERS CAME 
EROM AMONG BURUNDI REEUGEES IN ZAIRE. IT'S CONCEIVABLE, 
THOUGH UNLIKELY, THAT ATTACKERS SOUTH OF BUJUMBURA COULD 
HAVE INEILTRATED EROM TANZANIA WITHOUT BEING SPOTTED, 

BUT ACROSS-LAKE ORIGIN SEEMS MUCH MORE LIKELY, EVEN 
THOUGH SOME REPORTS INDICATE MUTUMBA ATTACKERS HAD 
PROCEEDED NORTH EROM RUMONGE AREA. ACCORDING ZAIRE 
EMBASSY SOURCE, REPORTS OF ZAIROIS AMONG ATTACKERS ARE 
RESULT OE BARUNDI REEUGEES CARRYING ZAIROIS IDENTITY 
CARDS. 

3. DETAILS AVAILABLE TO DATE (NOT FULLY CONFIRMED): 
ATTACKERS ARMED PRIMARILY WITH MACHETES AND MAGIC. THOSE 
IN NORTH (ABOUT 60) KILLED SEVEN PERSONS AND BURNED A 

LEW HUTS. SOME OE PARTY THEN ELED BACK TO ZAIRE, OTHERS 
INTO BURUNDI HILLS. ABOUT DOZEN REPORTEDLY KILLED TO 
SOUTH. SEVERAL GOVERNMENT OEEICIALS REPORTEDLY AMONG 
DEAD. SOURCE CLOSE TO PRESIDENT CLAIMS BURUNDI EORCES 
WERE GIVEN RIGHT OE HOT PURSUIT BY ZAIRE AND CAPTURED A 
GROUP RETURNING ACROSS RUZIZI PLAIN. HE ALSO SAID ARMY 
CAPTURED ABOUT 35 IN HILLS NEAR PLAIN AND "ALL" OE 
ATTACKERS TO SOUTH. 

4. GRB REACTION SO EAR SEEMS RELATIVELY MODERATE. 

ATTACKS NOT MENTIONED IN BURUNDI MEDIA. INEORMAL 1 1 
P.M. CURFEW EVENING OCTOBER 16. 

SEVERAL HUNDRED REEUGEES, REPORTEDLY BOTH EROM NORTH 
AND SOUTH, CAME INTO BUJUMBURA DURING DAY OCTOBER 16, 

BUT MEN AT LEAST REPORTEDLY SENT BACK SINCE. ZIARE 
EMBASSY OEEICER WHO VISITED KIHONGA-KIHUNGWE AREA 
EARLY OCTOBER 17 IN COMPANY HEAVILY ARMED BURUNDI 
MILITARY ESCORT SAYS THAT EVEN SO GRB OEFICIALS 
SEEMED POORLY INFORMED AS OF THAT TIME AND INCLINED 
OVER-ESTIMATE SEVERITY OE ATTACK. 

5. COMMENT: IT QUITE LIKELY THAT THESE ATTACKS WILL 
HAVE NO IMMEDIATE SEQUEL. HOWEVER, THEY SEEM TO 
REPRESENT SOME DEGREE OE EXPANSION REEUGEE ORGANIZATION 
AND COORDINATION TO ZAIRE. 
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